
Internship in Conservation Lands Stewardship 
Big Waters Land Trust
400 Palmetto Avenue, Osprey, Florida 34229 

Contact Information: 
Ray Vinson, Land Stewardship Manager 
941-918-2100
landprotection@bwlt.org
www.bigwaterslandtrust.org

Start & Ends Dates: Big Waters Land Trust accepts internship applications on a rolling 
basis, and is able to start programs at any time of year. Spring programs generally run January-
May, summer programs June-August, and Fall programs September-December. Please include 
your desired time period in your application.   

Workload: Hours and schedules will be determined with individual applicants.
Most work will be in-person and on the land. Spring- and Fall-semester applicants must be able to 
work in-person a minimum of 8 hours/week.  Summer applicants must be able to work in person a 
minimum of 30 hours a week.

Location: 
Office headquarters in Osprey, preserves located in Manatee, Sarasota, Lee & Collier Counties. 
Locations will vary by applicant, time of year, and agreed-upon projects. 

Description: Big Waters Land Trust is a regional not-for-profit working in Southwest Florida 
to protect land for the benefit of people and nature. Ensuring the well-being of natural resources 
and managing public access are the primary responsibilities of land managers working for State 
(e.g. FL State Parks), local (e.g. County Parks), and private conservation entities (e.g. BWLT). Big 
Waters stewards twenty-five conservation areas in four counties. Land stewardship is coordinated 
by Land Stewardship Manager Ray Vinson and Land Steward Esmeralda Figueras, who will 
involve interns in the monitoring and management of the land trust's properties. Specific 
opportunities include, but are not limited to: 

1) Participating in land management & restoration
2) Monitoring conservation areas
3) Public outreach through social media, volunteer events, or guided tours

Through this program, student interns will gain a better understanding of conservation lands 
management – threats, opportunities and solutions related to natural resource protection. 

*2026 Program Emphasis – Wildland Restoration

During 2026, Big Waters Land Trust interns will focus on managing invasive exotic plants 
though herbicide application, hand-pulling and cutting, and volunteer workdays. The primary 
restoration area will be Myakka Headwaters Preserve in Myakka City, with additional work at 
at Upper Myakka Preserve, Sarasota, Tatum Sawgrass Scrub Preserve, Myakka City, Pine 
Island Preserve at Matlacha Pass, Saint James City, and Siesta Key Preserve, Sarasota.

mailto:landprotection@conservationfoundation.com
http://www.conservationfoundation.com/


• Work is performed in both an indoor office setting and outdoor field environment.
• Work includes strenuous work in varying and adverse weather conditions and traversing

uneven or rugged terrain.
• Medium work: Exerting up to 50 pounds of force occasionally, and/or up to 20 pounds of force

frequently, and/or up to 10 pounds of force constantly to move objects.
• Ability to climb and descend equipment and ladders and to bend, stoop, crawl, and reach.
• Visual acuity and depth perception, as well as ability to hear and identify sounds required.
• Occasionally required to work in and around water.
• High noise environment while performing certain responsibilities.

Required Knowledge, Skills & Abilities: 
• In pursuit of a degree in natural sciences (biology, forestry, environmental studies,

restoration ecology, botany or related field).
• Excellent interpersonal and written communication skills.
• Ability to work both independently and as a member of a team.
• Ability to organize and manage volunteers.
• Ability to develop and maintain positive working relationships with a diversity of people,

including in conflict situations.
• Competent with Microsoft office suite – namely, Excel, Word, Powerpoint
• Valid Florida driver’s license and proof of insurance.
• Personal transportation

Payment: $18/hour

Application Details: Please send a resume and cover letter to Ray Vinson, 
landprotection@bwlt.org. Positions will remain open until filled. Applicants may be 
required to attend one volunteer event as part of the interview process. 

Working Conditions: 
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